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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 

ROMSEY  &  STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Romsey  and  Stockbridge  Rural 

District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1952.  It  is  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Rodent  Officer 
Clerk  - 


A.  C.  MACKENZIE, 

M.D.,  D.P.H. 

H.  G.  SMITH, 

CERT.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I., 
M.S.I.A. 

D.  G.  ANDREWS, 

CERT.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I. 

G.  RAWLINS 
Miss  P.  COBBOLD 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  (Acres) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83,672 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  29,380 

Rateable  Value  (31.3.53)  . .  . .  . .  £166,500 

Product  of  each  penny  of  General  Rate  ..  ..  £655/9/6 

Number  of  Council  Houses  (Built  before  1939)  .  .  422 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Built  after  1944)  . .  278 

Total  ..  ..  700 


Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  (from  rate  book)  8216 


During  the  year  500  houses  were  built  in  the  Millbrook  area  by 
Southampton  Corporation. 
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Twenty-five  huts  in  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
camps  were  demolished. 

The  demolition  of  one  privately-owned  hut  was  achieved  by  the 
use  of  the  powers  granted  to  the  authority  under  Section  II  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1952,  as  supplied  by 

the  Registrar  General. 


T  otal 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births — 

Total  Registered 

505 

275 

230 

Legitimate 

480 

261 

219 

Illegitimate  .  . 

25 

14 

11 

Still  Births-— 

. 

Total  Registered 

4 

3 

1 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

1 

Illegitimate  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths— 

Total  Registered 

254 

142 

112 

Maternal  Mortality— 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

- 

0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  . 

0 

- 

0 

Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

- 

0 

Deaths  from  Special  Causes— 

Cancer 

51 

22 

29 

Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

0 

Infant  Mortality— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Registered 

14 

7 

7 

Legitimate 

14 

7 

7 

Illegitimate  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks — 

Total  Registered 

10 

6 

4 

Legitimate 

10 

6 

4 

Illegitimate  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Comparative  Statistics 

where  a 

tvailable 

Romsey  and 

England 

Stockbridge 

and 

Rural  District 

Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

17.2 

15.3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

0.14 

0.35 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births  .  . 

7.85 

22.6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

8.6 

11.3 

Death  of  Infants  under  1  year  : — 

All  Infants  per  1 ,000  live  births 

27.7 

27.6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population  : — 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

L  i  ^ 

O  A 

,,  Non-Pulmonary 

r  .1  j 

.Zt 

Enteritis  (under  2  yrs.)  per  1,000  live  births 

.04 

i.i 
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Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1952. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

F  emale 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

4 

0 

4 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms)  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

2 

0 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

4 

6 

10 

,,  ,,  Lung  and  Bronchus 

6 

2 

8 

,,  ,,  Breast  .  . 

- 

5 

5 

,,  ,,  Uterus  .  . 

0 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

11 

14 

25 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

Diabetes  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

15 

11 

26 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

14 

8 

22 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

2 

5 

Other  heart  diseases  .  . 

27 

29 

56 

Other  Circulatory 

5 

3 

8 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

8 

8 

Bronchitis  .  . 

5 

6 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

2 

3 

Ulcers  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

0 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

0 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

0 

4 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

0 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  . 

16 

11 

27 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

0 

5 

All  other  Accidents  .  . 

6 

0 

6 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

142 

112 

254 

Comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics. 


The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  remains  very 
constant  from  year  to  year  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  is  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales.  Diseases  of  middle 
and  old  age  figure  largely  in  the  table  of  the  causes  of  death.  The 
still  birth  and  infant  mortality  rates  are  satisfactory. 
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Little  importance  can  be  attached  to  the  comparative  statistics 
and  comparison  cannot  fairly  be  made  between  this  year’s  statistics 
and  those  of  previous  years,  because  the  population  of  the  area  has 
been  increased  by  nearly  10%  during  this  year,  by  the  building  and 
occupation  of  500  new  houses  in  the  Millbrook  Estate. 

The  absence  of  deaths  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth  for  a 
third  year  is  noted  and  due  credit  must  be  given  to  the  General  Medical 
Practitioner’s  Service,  the  District  Nurses  and  the  Hospital  Service 
of  the  Area. 


SECTION  B. — GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Borough  of  Romsey  and  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  of  the  Hampshire 
County  Council.  This  combined  appointment  helps  to  co-ordinate 
the  medical  services  supplied  by  the  County  Council  as  the  local 
health  authority  in  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  with  the  services  supplied  by  the  District  Council. 

2. 

The  County  Council  supply  the  following  services  : — 

(a)  Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulances  are  stationed  at  Romsey  (1)  and  Broughton 
(1)  and  controlled  from  the  County  Council  Offices  at  Win¬ 
chester.  Additional  ambulances  can  be  sent  to  the  District 
from  the  depot  at  Winchester. 

(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  nurses  are  responsible  for  domiciliary  midwifery 
and  home  nursing.  They  keep  in  close  touch  with  the 
County  Council  Health  Visitors,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  General  Practitioners  of  their  areas.  No 
nursing  arrangement  or  contribution  is  made  by  the  District 
Council,  but  nine  members  represent  the  Council  on  the 
District  Health  Sub- Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

(c)  Child  Welfare  Services. 

The  County  Council  employs  Health  Visitors,  who  visit 
children  from  the  age  of  two  weeks,  when  they  pass  from  the 
care  of  the  District  Nurse,  until  the  age  of  five  years,  when 
the  child  enters  school. 
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In  addition,  the  County  Council  hold  child  welfare  clinics 
in  this  district  as  indicated  : — 


Braishfield 

Broughton 

Houghton 

King’s  Somborne 

Lockerley 

Leckford 

Maybush 

Mottisfont 

North  Baddesley 

Nursling 

Over  Wallop 

Romsey 

Stockbridge 

Wellow 

West  Tytherley 


2nd  &  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  &  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  Monday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  &  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
1st  &  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  &  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.00  p.m. 
Every  Thursday  at  10.0  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  &  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

The  child  welfare  clinics  are  staffed  by  Health  Visitors, 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  Voluntary  helpers. 
The  District  Nurses  generally  attend  these  clinics. 


(d)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Ante-natal  supervision  and  dental  care  are  provided  for 
mothers  and  dental  care  is  provided  for  children  up  to  the 
age  of  five. 

(e)  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  for  mothers  confined  at  home, 
for  those  in  charge  of  the  elderly,  the  chronic  sick,  etc. 

The  District  Nursing  Sub-Committee  receive  reports. 

(/)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

See  Section  “F”  of  this  report — Infectious  Diseases 
Prophylaxis. 

(g)  Prevention  of  illness ,  care  and  after  care. 

These  services  are  part  of  the  duties  of  health  visitors 
and  district  nurses. 

3.  Hospital  Services. 

The  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board  supply  general  maternity 
and  infectious  diseases  (including  tuberculosis  and  small-pox)  hospital 
services  for  this  area. 

Orthopaedic  Cases — Children  in  this  area  attend  clinics  run  by  the 
staff  of  the  Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Cripples  Hospital,  Alton,  at  Eastleigh, 
Andover,  Totton,  Southampton,  Salisbury  and  Winchester.  Physio- 
theraphy  is  given  at  a  clinic  in  Romsey. 


4.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Winchester,  the  M.R.C.  Laboratory,  Southampton  and 
the  Pathology  Department,  Salisbury  General  Infirmary. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


1 .  Water  Supply. 

(i)  (<2)  During  the  year  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  samples 

of  water  were  taken  from  wells,  mains  supplies  and  storage 
tanks  for  bacteriological  examination  and  four  samples  for 
chemical  analysis. 

Of  the  bacteriological  samples  taken,  ninety-three  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  thirty-five  unsatisfactory. 

Two  of  the  chemical  samples  taken  proved  satisfactory 
and  two  unsatisfactory. 

One  estate  mains  supply  was  found  to  be  slightly  polluted. 
Recent  samples  taken  prove  satisfactory  and  it  would  seem 
that  the  chlorination  plant  installed  was  not  functioning 
efficiently  beforehand. 

The  supply  from  one  newly-excavated  well  was  made 
wholesome  following  the  provision  of  internal  rendering, 
sloped  concrete  surround  and  cover. 

Fortnightly  tests  were  taken  from  Council  house  tanked 
supplies  at  Purley  Way  and  Forest  View,  Plaitford,  and 
Recreation  Cottages,  West  Wellow.  These  supplies  proved 
satisfactory.  A  piped  supply  will  shortly  be  provided  to 
Purley  Way  and  Recreation  Cottages. 

( b )  There  was  no  serious  shortage  of  water  experienced 
during  the  year. 

(ii)  The  Southampton  Corporation  are  Statutory  Water  Under¬ 
takers  for  nine  Parishes  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Rural 
District.  The  water  supplied  is  regularly  tested  and 
examined  by  that  Authority. 

(iii)  No  cases  of  contamination  by  lead  were  encountered  during 
the  year. 

(iv)  A  number  of  properties  were  connected  to  the  mains  supply, 
where  shallow  wells  were  found  to  be  polluted,  without 
resource  to  formal  action.  In  cases  where  no  mains  supply 
was  available,  several  wells  were  cleansed  and  chlorinated 
and  provided  with  suitable  covers,  with  satisfactory  results. 

(v)  ( a )  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  public 
water-mains  is  as  follows  : — 
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Parish 

Est.  Number 
of  Houses 

Est.  Population 
Supplied 

Ampfield 

257 

1200 

Chilworth  .  . 

165 

684 

Michelmersh  and  Braishfield  .  . 

226 

744 

Millbrook 

2590 

8768 

North  Baddesley 

397 

1782 

Nursling  and  Rownhams 

480 

1699 

Romsey  Extra 

167 

558 

Sherfield  English 

70 

280 

Frenchmoor 

9 

36 

( b )  There  are  no  stand-pipe  supplies  in  the  Rural  District, 
(vi)  The  following  extensions  of  water-mains  were  completed 
during  the  year 


Parish 

Length  in 
Yards 

Diameter  Main 
in  Inches 

Millbrook 

923 

3"  7 

>  5 

3923 

4" 

Southampton 

1250 

6" 

Corporation 

Chilworth 

144 

4" 

Waterworks 

North  Baddesley  .  . 

91 

4" 

Board 

Nursling  &  Rownhams 

97 

4" 

J 

Wellow  &  Plaitford 

1481 

4" 

West  Hants 

8096 

3" 

>  Water 

>>  >> 

243 

W  J  Company 

One  bore-hole  was  sunk  in  the  Parish  of  Broughton  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  Northern  Area  Scheme  and  the  supply  derived 
therefrom  proved  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  A  second 
bore-hole  is  to  be  sunk  shortly. 

2.  Sewerage. 

No  new  lengths  of  public  sewer  were  laid  during  the  year. 

The  need  for  proper  sewage  disposal  in  the  Parish  of  North 
Baddesley  and  at  Upton  Crescent,  in  the  Parish  of  Nursling  and 
Rownhams  is  still  urgent.  In  both  instances  schemes  for  connection 
with  the  Southampton  Corporation  sewers  were  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval.  It  is  most 
essential  that  the  scheme  for  North  Baddesley  be  expedited  especially 
in  view  of  the  proposal  of  this  Authority  to  erect  a  considerable 
number  of  new  Council  houses  in  the  Parish  during  1953-54-55. 
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3.  SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


Parish 

Council  Houses  erected 
during  the  year 

Broughton — Plough  Gardens 

14 

Chilworth 

4 

King’s  Somborne 

8 

Over  Wallop — Pound  Road 

6 

TOTAL 

32 

— 

(ii)  Eighteen  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the 

year. 

(iii)  Hutted  Camps  under  Control  of  Local  Authority  : — 


Number  of  Huts 

Estimated  Number 

occupied  at  the 

Number  of  Huts 

of  persons  in 

end  of  the  year 

Demolished 

occupation 

216 

25 

750 

4.  Public  Cleansing. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Parish  of  Millbrook  where  the 
Southampton  Corporation  are  erecting  houses  and  flats  in  large  numbers, 
it  became  necessary  to  purchase  a  second  twelve- cubic-yard  Dennis, 
side-loading  vehicle.  This  Authority  now  possess  two  ten-cubic-yard 
and  two  twelve-cubic-yard  vehicles  and  if  the  Parish  of  Millbrook  is 
not  transferred  to  the  County  Borough  on  the  1st  April,  1953,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  a  fifth  vehicle  will  be  required. 

At  present  a  weekly  service  is  given  in  the  Parishes  of  Millbrook 
and  Chilworth  and  a  monthly  service  in  the  other  twenty-seven  Parishes. 

During  the  year,  several  complaints  of  flies  were  received  from 
residents  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Council’s  tip  at  Belbins. 

Negotiations  to  purchase  a  large  disused  sand-pit — some  nine 
acres  in  area — and  well  clear  of  any  dwellings,  have  commenced  and 
it  is  possible  that  this  will  be  available  during  the  summer  of  1953. 
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5.  SECTION  E.— FOOD. 


(i)  Meat. 

No  slaughterhouses  are  in  use  within  the  Rural  District,  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  new  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse 
at  Fareham  came  into  operation.  This  well-appointed  abattoir  will 
deal  with  a  fair  percentage  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  County  and 
thus  lessen  the  burden  which  the  existing  slaughterhouses  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Southampton  have  borne  for  a  long  period. 

(ii)  Condemned  Food. 

During  the  year,  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds  of  home- 
killed  beef  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  due  to 
bone-taint. 

In  addition,  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  : — 


6  lbs. 

New  Zealand  Beef 

Bruising. 

10 i  lbs. 

Cooked  shoulder  ham 

Putrefaction. 

10J  lbs. 

Loin  of  Pork 

Abscess. 

5  lbs. 

Home-killed  beef. 

Bruising. 

7  lbs.  6  oz. 

Smoked  shoulder  ham 

Bruising  occasioned  by  bone 
fracture. 

9  tins 

Processed  Peas 

Decomposition. 

6  tins 

Beans  in  tomato  sauce 

y  y 

4  tins 

Cherries  in  syrup 

y  y 

10  tins 

Luncheon  meat 

yy 

14  tins 

Evaporated  milk 

Pierced  and  otherwise 
damaged. 

1  tin 

Strawberries 

Decomposition. 

1  tin 

Plums 

y  y 

1  tin 

Raspberry  Jam 

Decomposition  and  mould. 

1  tin 

Orange  segments 

Decomposition. 

12  tins 

Stewed  steak 

yy 

1  tin 

Pineapple 

yy 

1  tin 

Prunes 

yy 

1  tin 

Cooked  ham 

yy 

30  tins 

Ham  and  veal  loaf 

yy 

20i  lbs. 

Bacon 

Putrefaction. 

56  lbs. 

Malt  extract 

Decomposition. 

\  cwt. 

Milk  powder 

Unusable  due  to  dampness. 

3  tins 

(iii)  Milk. 

Dressed  crab 

Decomposition. 

During  the  year  fifteen  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  taken 
from  the  one  pasteurisation  plant  in  the  District.  All  samples  proved 
satisfactory  on  analysis.  The  cesspit  drainage  provided  at  the  dairy 
in  question  is  totally  inadequate. 
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(iv)  Ice-Cream. 

There  are  forty-six  premises  Registered  in  the  District  for  the 
Sale  of  Ice-Cream  and  two  premises  for  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of 
Ice-Cream.  There  is  only  one  “heat-treatment’ ’  plant  in  the  District. 
A  “complete  cold-mix”  is  used  by  the  other  manufacturer.  Ten  ice¬ 
cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  Eight  were  placed  in 
Provisional  Grade  I  on  analysis,  one  in  Grade  2  and  one  in  Grade  3. 

(v)  Food  Premises. 

Premises  in  which  food  is  prepared,  exposed  or  offered  for  sale, 
restaurants  and  hotel  kitchens  were  regularly  inspected  and  frequent 
inspections  were  made  of  “dairies  other  than  dairy  farms”.  Where 
contraventions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  Milk  Regulations  were 
discovered  these  were  remedied,  without  resort  to  formal  action. 

(vi)  Food-poisoning  outbreaks. 

No  cases  of  food-poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 

(vii)  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1938. 
Contravention  of  the  Byelaws  discovered  upon  routine  inspection 

of  food  premises  were  rectified  by  informal  action  in  every  case. 

(viii)  Clean  Food  Exhibition. 

During  the  year  a  Clean  Food  Exhibition  was  staged  in  the  Town 
Hall  at  Stockbridge  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  June.  The  exhibition  in¬ 
cluded  a  film  show  on  various  aspects  of  public  health  and  several 
stands  depicting  the  various  services  afforded  by  Local  Authorities. 

Attendance  was  disappointing,  but  nevertheless,  it  is  hoped  that 
seeds  sown  in  the  young  minds  of  the  numerous  children  attending, 
will  bear  fruit  in  later  years. 


6.  Factories. 

(i)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

(i) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

No.  on 
Register 

(3) 

IS 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(4) 

umber 

Notices 

Written 

(5) 

3f 

Occup’s 

prosecu’d 

(6) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

9 

15 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  .  . 

2 

98 

64 

4 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

107 

79 

4 

— 
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( i)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


PARTICULARS 

(i) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Numb 

Found 

(3) 

er  of  cases 

Reme¬ 

died 

(4) 

in  which 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspectr 

(5) 

defects  w 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspectr 
(6) 

ere 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(Sec.  1) 

4 

4 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2)  .  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (Sec.  3) 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(Sec.  4) 

7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (Sec.  6) 

8 

.. 

_ 

_ 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(Sec.  7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

1 

1 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

10 

1 

2 

2 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

11 

11 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out -work)  .  . 

12 

12 

TOTAL 

60 

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

60 

(iii)  Three  outworkers  were  employed  in  the  District  in  the 
making  of  Wearing  Apparel. 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1952. 
Notification  by  age-groups. 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Under 

1  yr. 

1—2 

years 

3—4 

years 

5—9 

years 

10—14 

years 

18—44 

years 

45—64 

years 

65  and 
over 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

1 

0 

11 

10 

3 

3 

__ 

_ . 

Measles 

90 

3 

12 

15 

36 

17 

7 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

86 

10 

22 

25 

27 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

13 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Gastro  Enteritis  .  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  : — 
Paralytic 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ . 

1 

Non-paralytic  .  . 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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The  incidence  of  diphtheria  declined  throughout  the  country  in  a 
spectacular  manner  when  prophylaxis  by  inoculation  became  general¬ 
ised.  A  similar  fall  in  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  should  be 
shown  when  inoculation  for  this  disease  becomes  generalised. 

All  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  of  moderate  severity  or  mild.  No 
direct  spread  except  between  members  of  the  family  was  noted  to 
account  for  the  fairly  high  incidence  of  the  disease.  Eight  of  the 
twenty-eight  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths 
and  complications  appear  to  have  been  few. 

Most  of  the  cases  of  Measles  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  and  these  followed  a  wide-spread  epidemic  during  the  first  half 
of  1953. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Persons  notified  during  1952  : 

Male 

13 

5 

18 

Female 

12 

3 

15 

Total  : 

25 

8 

33 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

during  1952  : 

Male 

4 

0 

4 

Female 

0 

0 

0 

Total  : 

4 

0 

4 

Infectious  Disease  Prophylaxis. 

Diphtheria. 

The  estimated  number  of  children  in  the  area  who  had  completed 
a  full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  by  31st  December,  1952, 
was  as  follows  : — 


Children  born  during  1952  .  . 

27 

„  „  „  1951  .. 

226 

„  „  „  1950  .. 

293 

„  „  „  1949  .. 

295 

„  >>  >>  1948  . . 

352 

,,  ,,  between  1944 — 1947  . . 

1223 

„  „  1943-1949  .. 

1010 

TOTAL 

3426 
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Three  hundred  and  twenty-six  Booster  doses  were  given  during 
the  year. 

Safety  from  an  epidemic  is  not  considered  likely  with  an  immunised 
percentage  of  children  under  14  of  less  than  75%.  The  percentage 
immunised  at  present  is  approximately  50%. 

Smallpox. 

The  percentage  of  babies  vaccinated  against  smallpox  is  also  low 
and  the  attention  of  parents  is  constantly  being  drawn  to  the  danger 
of  this  disease  occurring  in  areas  adjacent  to  large  sea-ports  and  air¬ 
ports. 

Whooping  Cough. 

A  number  of  immunisations  against  whooping  cough  are  per¬ 
formed  by  general  practitioners. 

General. 

The  control  of  infectious  diseases  no  longer  constitutes  a  major, 
and  often  the  most  spectacular,  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  but  a  watchful  eye  is  still  kept  on  the  incidence, 
location  and  type  of  the  infectious  diseases  occuring  in  the  area. 
The  co-operation,  always  most  willingly  given,  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  has  been  of  great  assistance,  particularly  where 
searches  have  been  made  for  possible  carriers  of  the  Scarlet  Fever, 
enteric  and  dysentery  groups  of  infectious  diseases. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

A.  C.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


